
 
Joseph R. Williams, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
1560 Bloomingdale Road 

Glendale Heights, IL 60139 
Phone: 630/260-6100   Fax: 630/260-6103 

www.queenbee16.org 
August 17, 2020 

Dear Queen Bee 16 Families, 

I hope that this letter finds you healthy, safe, and looking forward to the coming school year.  The past year has 
presented us all with some significant challenges and I am proud of how we have met them together.  We remain 
appreciative of your patience and partnership as we prepare to meet the next round of challenges.  I would like to take a 
moment to provide you with an update on our progress toward reopening.  

We have been working hard since the Spring to develop both a Remote and a Hybrid Learning Program for the year. We 
believe that we can deliver an outstanding educational experience for our students in either model.  We were able to 
make some adjustments to our Remote practices over the Summer and our summer school students responded well to 
the changes.  We have been able to solve all of the logistical challenges associated with the Hybrid Plan to include 
increased safety procedures, social distancing, the acquisition of PPE for students and staff, and the design of a safe 
environment for both teaching and learning.  Our ability to design solutions for this challenging situation has been 
largely the result of our size, the resources that we have at our disposal, and the quality of our employees. We are 
efficient stewards of the resources provided by the community.  Our teachers, administrators, and support staff care 
about our students and the community.  

One of the most challenging elements of our current situation is the evolving guidance that we receive from the Illinois 
State Board of Education and the Illinois Department of Public Health.  We have experienced constant change 
throughout this public health emergency that has caused us to revise, revisit, update, and reassess our plans.  There has 
also been an increasingly intense focus and dialogue about which public health metrics should guide the reopening or 
even closing of a public school and there is no clear consensus.  

This week the Illinois Department of Public Health updated their guidance again and included elements beyond the 
recommendations of the CDC or previous guidance.  We are analyzing those changes now and seeking clarification on 
some of the inherent contradictions.  I was alerted last evening that additional public health metrics were imminent and 
would possibly be released today.  We will continue to monitor all guidance, updates, and new metrics daily so that we 
have the best information available to make the most informed decisions for our students and staff as we go along.  

At this point, our plan is intact.  I am in regular communication with the Dupage Health Department and my team is 
preparing for the school year as we have planned.  However, the evolving nature of the guidance continues to give me 
cause for concern as there is a real possibility that we may encounter a challenge in the metrics or guidance that we can 
neither ignore nor negotiate.  In the event that we are unable to or not permitted to conduct a Hybrid model all of our 
students would be educated via the Remote Learning Program.  

Our plan anticipated this level of confusion and we do have time to respond to the evolving guidance if necessary. 
However, we fully understand any levels of frustration with the uncertainty that we are all managing and I can assure 
you that the faculty, administration, and staff of Queen Bee 16 is prepared to provide an outstanding education to each 
student to the limit of the constraints under which we operate.  Feel free to reach out to your Principal if you have any 
questions or concerns or to contact me personally to share your perspective.  

Thank you, 

Joseph R. Williams, Ed. D.  

Superintendent  

The mission of Queen Bee Schools is to set high standards to ensure that all students learn, grow and achieve. 
 


